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War years at HVHS

Recent terrorist alarms and Molotov cocktail attacks recall to mind the need for air raid precautions in 1942 after Pearl Harbour. I was the guinea pig in showing the school how to handle and make safe live incendiary bombs. Needless to say this exercise was outside, not in. In retrospect, I imagine the bomb was really a very large sparkler firework, but at the time it was scary.

I also was the rescuer in a demonstration in how to rescue an injured and unconscious person from a burning smoke filled room.  As I recall it was hard on both rescuer and rescued. 

Happily neither exercise had to be put into use.

John Cable.  Head Prefect 1942

John also recalled the break up day in 1941 when a few boys decided to practise “Fire Drill”. They set up the fire hose in the West entrance and waited for targets. On hearing footsteps coming down the corridor John called out “Fire” and the boys hosed down the Assistant Principal, Mr Teddy Aims. They received 6 of the best for their efforts. Editor
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1945 Bren Gun Drill

Bren gun training continued until 1963 

With the threat of invasion from the East – submarines in the harbour etc. and attack from the air, shelters were erected on the perimeter of the bottom field near the school buildings and prefabs. There were certainly not enough for all pupils so presumably there was a selection process – teachers only? 

The air raid shelters were never used and were off limits to pupils – imagine the goings on if they had been. No doubt other past pupils may have a clearer recollection.

Cadet training was compulsory and the Army issued a uniform of rough woollen khaki pants and jackets. There was no guarantee they would fit and the cloth made youthful sensitive skins itchy. Military training took place in the afternoons and platoons marched over both the sports fields and on special occasions the school band provided a suitable tempo.

In the south eastern corner of the bottom field there was a firing range for training in handling of small arms – mainly .22 but later .303 rifles and also the Bren – both automatic and single shot. About eight firing positions from memory. Regular army personnel controlled this whole exercise with safety paramount for all concerned. There was a line of pine trees between the range, the access track and Strand Park – just as well. Note: If the war had continued many of the trainees on leaving school would have been drafted for active service. 

A highlight post war – probably 1946 – was the first visit to NZ of a jet plane (a Gloucester Meteor from memory). In flights over Wellington and the Valley it demonstrated its ability to fly low and horizontal at speed and then with a 90-degree turn, head skywards at similar velocity with the typical jet roar. The bottom field was full for that demonstration of new technology! 

Peter Osborne 1944-1948

Cadet Band members  1945

Bill McLaughlan, Jim Fitzgerald and Bob Keall
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ARCHIVES NEWS

Honiana Love, from Archives New Zealand, visited the HVHS archives in August. A new policy for school record retention and disposal has been developed with the aim of providing schools with guidelines as to which records must be kept and for how long, and which can be disposed of. 

Archives New Zealand want to work alongside schools to ensure that important documents are either kept by schools or passed on to them for indefinite storage. Annual Reports, Board meeting minutes and records of students who receive national or international awards for example, must be kept, either by the school in appropriate conditions, or submitted to Archives NZ. Other documents such as school plans and student reports are to be kept only for as long as the school needs them. It is expected that all schools will be audited sometime between 2010 and 2015 to check that they are following the guidelines. 

Honiana was visiting a range of schools to gauge how their archives are being managed at present. She thought the HVHS archives were in good shape, well supported by the school and that we had adequate procedures in place for deciding what to keep and how to store it. It was nice to get some positive feedback. 

More information is available on the Archives NZ website www.archives.govt.nz
Sarah Wilcox, Archivist

Owen Hill, 1933-36 has donated a 103 year old Webster Dictionary to the school with 2010 pages of information. Jean Bowden found the Australasian section of history from 1550 – 1902 most interesting. This book is now in the Archives if you have a few hours to spare and are interested in old books.

School magazines especially 1959-1961. Please don’t throw out your old school magazines and memorabilia, the Archives will gratefully receive them. If you hear of other past pupils downsizing please pass on this request. The magazines are used for research by both Archives staff and present pupils.

Kapa Haka cups. HVHSPPFA provided the funds for Hine Amoamo, teacher in charge of Te Reo Maori, to purchase two cups to be presented at the final assemblies. These cups are to recognise the outstanding efforts and leadership of Kapa Haka leaders. This year they were presented to Waimarino Te Ratana (female leader) and Marley Mihaere (male leader).

HVHS PAST PUPILS NEWS

Vanessa Schouten, 1995-99 was awarded a prestigious William Georgetti Scholarship in July this year. This scholarship is awarded to encourage postgraduate study and research in a field which, in the opinion of the scholarship board, is important to the social cultural and economic development of New Zealand. Mr Georgetti desired “that the best brains available shall receive the benefit of this trust”. Vanessa has been studying at Victoria University and is now at Princeton University to study for a PhD in Philosophy.

 Congratulations Vanessa

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL

Construction work continues to take place with the old art block being refurbished to be the new home of dance and drama.  These are two subjects that continue strong growth within the school.  We were treated to several talented drama productions last term and definitely have some budding entertainers amongst us.

I do hope that the past pupils who attended the recent reunion had as much fun as we had hosting you.  It was an honour to speak to so many past pupils and hear from them about their wonderful days here at HVHS.

Our current pupils are now in what we call the business end of the year.  Exams are in progress and all efforts are going towards ensuring these produce successful outcomes.

Summer sports have kicked off for another season and we are once again well represented in the Wellington region. 

On a national level we recently gained considerable success in two areas.  A group of Year 11 Geography students, Hayden Gray, Nicole Keenan and Stephanie Lamborn represented us in the finals of a Maatangi Whenua Year 11 Geography Competition held in Auckland.  Congratulations to each of these students on their efforts in winning this competition.  Haydon was selected as the top geography student in the country.  A word of thanks must also go to Mr Williams who prepared them for their final.  

“Play it Strange” is a national song writing competition that is in its fourth year.  You may remember that Lydia Gammie won the top honours in 2005 while a student here.  Last week Deakin Palmer of Year 12 repeated this feat and was awarded his prize at a ceremony in Auckland.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all past pupils and friends for all the support you have shown the school and wish everyone a very safe and happy holiday season.  

Steve Chapman
Scholarship winners
The following $1,000 scholarships towards tertiary education cost were awarded in 2007.

Chris Mackay Financial Planning Scholarship

Jacky Liu

Keesing McLeod Law Scholarship

Emily Sanders

HVHSPPFA Scholarships

Yanosh Irani and Ryan McCauley.

It would be wonderful to have more scholarships from Past Pupils and Friends of the school to offer the students. Ed

Congratulations to other achievers:

Shannyn Boyd won an award at the National Schools Poetry Competition. Her poem The Pact has been recorded as a song by The Black Seeds performer Barnaby Weir.

Daniel Archibald was placed 1st in the 16-17 year old heavyweights grade of the National Secondary Schools Karate Championship. He was also 1st in the Cadet Open grade of the National Championships.

Waimarino Te Ratana received one of eight Hutt City Civic Honours Awards for Youth Services presented by Mayor David Ogden. Waimarino is also the female leader for the HVHS Marae “Te Whanau A Hotuwaipara” which celebrated its 12th birthday in October.

HVHS Boys 1st XI Soccor team won the Rex Dawkins Cup in September. Outstanding play from Logan Luke earned him MVP honours for the tournament. Standout forward Regan Steele was the top goal scorer.

Deakin Palmer has been placed in the top 5 student songwriters in the country. He and co-writer Marco Vinten from HIBS will record their song “Commuter Train” in a professional recording studio

Isaac Spedding won the opportunity to be Production Assistant at the MTV Europe Video Music Awards 2007 in Munich, Germany. This competition was not just for students but open to anyone over 18. He will work with the MTV NZ production team and presenters learning camera work, editing and script writing and more.

HVHSPPFA Committee 2007

Chairperson: Vacant

Vice Chairperson: Paul Giles

Secretary:  Patricia Blades

Treasurer:  Brian Clarke


Celia Andrews, Katriona Macdonald, Graeme Marshall, Pauline Patchett, John Stanton, Betty Hennes, Paul Logan, Geoff Kiddle, Rosemary Thompson
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